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the world. However cloudy its dialectic., however abstruse its
ideology, no one had any doubt of its aim., the seizure of power
in Germany by violent means, and the establishment of a party
dictatorship as a preliminary to turning Germany into a Commun-
ist community. That was what the party stood for; that is what
the great majority of its members were prepared to fight for.
Unfortunately all that the party leadership did was to go on
standing.
The leadership was not its own master. As a result of the
affiliation of the party to the Third International, the leadership,
instead of being the active tireless direction of a great German
party, became the mere agent of what was called the world
revolution, but was actually a foreign power. There was no
German revolutionary cause; the German must wait on the
needs of the world revolution, and the world revolution must
wait on the needs of the Russian government. An international
revolutionary party is almost a contradiction in terms under any
circumstances; an international revolutionary party controlled
by one nation is a non-sense. The business of a revolutionary
party is to see to its own national revolution, of whose possibilities
it and it alone is capable to judge, and it ought to have no other
business till its revolution has succeeded. The German leadership
was not allowed to get on with its own revolution; it had to
await instructions from Moscow.
Until it is realized that the German Communist leadership had
no specific German interest, but was merely a Russian agency, the
history of the party is quite inexplicable. It has been enormously
convenient for everyone to suppress that fact, a suppression of
which reactionaries. Liberals, and Socialists have all been guilty,
the former because they hoped for Russia as an ally, the two
latter because since 1917 they have never been able to look at
Russia except through the distorting spectacles they then put
on. They still wish to identify the present Russian government
with the war of liberation that culminated in that year, and in
their obstinate refusal to admit the reality of the transformation
which Russia has undergone—a transformation that leaves little
more than a sentimental connection between the original rule

